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HOUSE BI LL 2348

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ei ckneyer, Buck, Haigh, Arnmstrong and Rockefeller

Prefiled 1/8/2004. Read first tinme 01/12/2004. Referred to
Comm ttee on Fisheries, Ecology & Parks.

AN ACT Rel ating to geoduck harvest in Hood Canal; and adding a new
section to chapter 77.65 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 77.65 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment is prohibited fromentering or reentering into
any managenent plan with either a state or nonstate entity that would
allow for the harvest of naturally occurring geoduck in Hood Cana
below the nean low tide Iline wuntil the commssion adopts an
adm nistrative rule canceling or nodifying the restriction. For the
pur poses of this section only, Hood Canal neans the area bounded by a
line projected from Tala Point in Jefferson county to Foul weat her Bl uff
in Kitsap county, and includes all marine waters south of this |ine and
t he associ ated aquatic | ands.

(2) The comm ssion may adopt a rule allowng the departnent to
enter into managenent agreenents with state or nonstate entities that
allow for the harvest of naturally occurring geoduck in Hood Cana
bel ow the nean low tide line only if a majority of the nmenbers of the
commission vote to affirm that substantial, peer-reviewed research
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strongly indicates that the commercial harvest of geoduck in Hood Canal
does not have either a significant short-term adverse effect or
significant long-term adverse effect on the environnental health of
Hood Canal, including water quality and di ssol ved oxygen |levels. Any
research considered nust be specifically tailored to the unique
conditions of Hood Canal and nust address the effect of renobving a
| arge quantity of geoducks from Hood Canal .

(3) If a mjority of the nenbers of the commssion vote
affirmatively on a rule under subsection (2) of this section, a sumary
of the research considered nust be presented to the appropriate
standing commttees of both the house of representatives and the
senat e. No rule may take effect wuntil thirty days after the
adj ournnent of the session during which the research is presented.

(4) The departnment of natural resources is prohibited fromentering
or reentering into a managenent plan with either a state or nonstate
entity that allows for the harvest of naturally occurring geoduck in
Hood Canal below the nmean low tide |ine unless the departnent of fish
and wldlife is authorized by the commssion to enter into such a
managenent pl an.

~-- END ---
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